
***NEWS RELEASE*** 
 

For Immediate Release 
May 25, 2017 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Hamilton Strategies, 610.584.1096, ext. 104, or  Media@HamiltonStrategies.com 
 
 

Why is GOP Dragging Their Feet on Repeal? They 
Can’t Let Go of ACA Centerpiece 

 
In New Op-Ed, Citizens’ Council for Health Freedom’s Twila Brase Says 

Those Resisting Repeal and Replacement Are Hanging on to the Guaranteed 
Issue Mandate, Which Is the Heart of Socialized Medicine 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn.—What’s truly at the core of why Obamacare repeal efforts can’t seem to pick 
up steam? 

While lawmakers may have their own individual reasons for stalling, Citizens’ Council for Health 
Freedom (CCHF, www.cchfreedom.org) president and co-founder Twila Brase writes in a new 
op-ed for Townhall.com that guaranteed issue may be why many are holding on to a failing 
government health care system. 

But guaranteed issue—an Obamacare mandate that dictates that no one will be denied coverage, 
regardless of health status, age, gender or other factors, such as pre-existing conditions—shouldn’t 
be the reason for preventing millions of Americans from experiencing freedom in their health care. 
After all, Brase says, guaranteed issue is at the heart of socialized medicine. 

Now that the American Health Care Act, and by extension, the fate of government health care, is 
in the hands of the U.S. Senate, Brase says Republicans are running out of time and Senators must 
act soon to repeal every word of Obamacare. 

“Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) said, ‘We could repeal all of Obamacare … I just don’t buy the 
fact that we can’t do that.’ I agree,” Brase writes. “The path to repeal is simple. In 2010, 
Democrats used their majority power to pass Obamacare. Now Republicans must use their 
majority power to repeal it. Republicans should not dither. If Obamacare is not ripped out by its 
roots, the future of health freedom is dim.” 

Republicans are in power today because they promised to repeal Obamacare, not replace it with a 
Republican version of the law, Brase says. So now, with Republicans in full control, why not just 
repeal the law? Why are 13 Republican Senators discussing how to restructure Obamacare rather 
than repeal it? 

“Look no further than the issue of pre-existing conditions,” Brase says. “Liberals claim people 
with pre-existing conditions will be left to fend for themselves if Obamacare is repealed. They 
say 127 million individuals with pre-existing conditions will be at risk of life and limb. But states 
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and charity programs took care of these individuals long before Obamacare. Most are already 
covered by employers and government programs. Just 226,615 people enrolled in state high-risk 
pools before Obamacare, and only 115,000 joined the Obamacare Pre-Existing Condition 
Insurance Program.” 

This line of attack, Brase adds, is strategic. “Guaranteed issue” of coverage regardless of health 
status is the heart and soul of Obamacare. 

“It’s the core value of universal coverage, socialized medicine, national healthcare, single-payer 
or whatever you want to call the government takeover of health care,” she writes. “Guaranteed 
issue is not insurance. It’s government-mandated third-party payment of government-approved 
medical expenses.” 

To save Obamacare, liberals have falsely claimed the moral high ground. Ending guaranteed issue, 
they say, is tantamount to letting people die on the streets. Thus far, Republicans have failed to 
mount the necessary moral offense to counter this attack. 

“It may seem compassionate, but there is nothing moral about forcing Americans to pay higher 
premiums to cover the medical bills of the uninsured and uninsurable,” Brase says. “There is 
nothing moral about making health insurance so expensive that the people buying it can’t 
afford to get sick. There is nothing moral about forcing people to pay more than their home 
mortgage for a product they may never use. There is nothing moral about destroying the world’s 
greatest health care system to chase a socialist dream.  

“Republicans must change the debate—or we can kiss health freedom, patient choice and 
medical excellence goodbye.” 

Brase makes two suggestions to overcome the guaranteed issue stumbling block: first, concentrate 
on care rather than coverage and, second, Republicans must work to end the pre-existing condition 
problem altogether. For more on these solutions, read Brase’s entire op-ed here. 

CCHF’s initiative, The Wedge of Health Freedom (www.JointheWedge.com), is using third-
party-free direct payment to transform the entire health care system back to freedom and restore 
simplicity, affordability and confidentiality. Nearly 200 Wedge practices, where patients can find 
affordable, patient-centered care, are located in 44 states and listed online. 

CCHF is a national patient-centered health freedom organization existing to protect health care 
choices, individualized patient care, and medical and genetic privacy rights. For more information 
about CCHF, visit www.cchfreedom.org, its Facebook page or its Twitter feed @CCHFreedom. 
Also view the media page for CCHF here. For more about The Wedge of Health Freedom, 
visit www.JointheWedge.com, The Wedge Facebook page or follow The Wedge on Twitter 
@wedgeoffreedom. 

 


